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NARROWLEAF PLANTAIN

Often called ribgrass, the plantain was spread in
contaminated clover seed, which was in high demand
as meadow fodder for livestock in the early 20th
century. One batch of seed from Michigan was found
to be more than a third ribgrass seed.

lllinois is a human-made landscape. Humans domesticated plants in lllinois long
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;: before corn, spread the seeds of other cultures as they dug up the prairies, and
bounded the last remnants of the prairie state.
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The Immigrant Landscape walks help us read the stories of how our unbreakable
relationship to the land has changed over 3,000 years.

Join us to explore how your community grew from the smallest plants.

his program is a partnership between Illinois Humanities, the Forest Preserves of Cook County, and the
TEASEL Center for Humans and Nature, with special contributions by Ann Durkin Keating of North Central College.
hank you to our sponsors, Open Lands, the American Indian Center, the Field Museum, Friends of the Forest
Preserves, and the Forest Preserve Foundation. Designed by Cassie ompkins.

Initially introduced to use the bristly seed heads as
combs for the wool industry, teasel became widespread
across the state with the highway system. Teasel does
well in disturbed soils and is now common across the
state and easily identifiable from a speeding car.
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How weeds reveal
Illinois’ 3,000-year

history as a human-
made landscape.

FREE NATURE WALKS

June 22, June 30, and July 13
10:00 a.m.
Sand Ridge Nature Center
15891 Paxton Avenue
South Holland, IL 60473

For more information or to RSVP,
visit ilhumanities.org/program/
immigrant-landscape/

Partners: Illinois Humanities, the Forest Preserves of Cook County, and the Center for Humans and Nature

Sponsors: American Indian Center, Openlands, Friends of the Forest Preserves, Forest Preserve Foundation, and Field Museum




